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By Dave Carey
Examiner Staff Writer 

Through education, shelter and 
employment, The Arc of Baltimore 
is making a difference. 

A recipient of the Maryland non-
profit Standards for Excellence 
seal, The Arc targets its services 
to adults and children with devel-
opmental disabilities. In 2006, the 
organization helped provide living 
arrangements — family or group 
home — for 302 people, while pro-
viding foster homes for 105 devel-
opmentally disabled children. 

Scattered throughout the re-
gion are six vocational training cen-
ters that provide a place to work 
for hundreds of disabled adults. 
By providing purpose and a way 
to earn a stable income, The Arc 
can provide structure for their cli-
ents.

But The Arc wants to focus even 
more on getting its workers out into 
more mainstream jobs, said Allis 
Kensing, the director of supported 
employment at The Arc. 

Last year, the nonprofit had 
more than 255 contracted sites 
that it used to provide employment 
and about 90 companies that hired 
some of the disabled workers. To-
tal, The Arc helped provide em-
ployment for more than 1,025 in-
dividuals.

“The most rewarding part of 
my job is developing a partnership 
with employers and having them 
realize how successful, dependable 
and reliable the individuals we sup-
port are in the work force,” Kens-
ing said. “They can change the di-
versity and outlook of a place they 
work in.”

Steve Morgan, the executive di-
rector of The Arc of Baltimore, 
started with the nonprofit 35 years 
ago as a teacher for children who 
didn’t have access to equal educa-
tion.

“What’s kept me a part of The 
Arc is being part of an organization 
that is progressive in its approach-
es and is looking to push the enve-
lope to help people reach the next 
level,” Morgan said.

Programs offered by The Arc 
include last year’s six-session spe-
cial education seminar co-hosted 
with The Parents’ Place of Mary-
land. It was so successful, a follow-
up is planned for this year. One 
event coming up this fall is the Art 
in the Round show — a collection 
of work created by developmental-
ly disabled individuals that is auc-
tioned off for charity.

Through this event and other 
fundraisers, The Arc of Baltimore 
is able to maintain a yearly operat-
ing budget of about $40 million to 
deliver its services.

“Given the proper opportuni-
ty and training, these folks can 
achieve quite a bit,” Morgan said.
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Arc gives work, hope to disabled locals

ON THE WEB

arcofbaltimore.org

Sixth Annual Art in the Round

This fundraiser for The Arc of Bal-
timore features art created by in-
dividuals with disabilities, a silent 
auction and wine tasting.

American Visionary Art Museum
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Oct. 16
Tickets: $25
410-296-2272 ext. 5227

Mark Billman, of Baltimore, has 
worked in the labeling and packaging 
department at Tessco for more than 
12 years in a position supported by 
The Arc of Baltimore. “I like having 
my weekends off and I really like the 
people I work with,” Billman said. 
– Kristine Buls/Examiner
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Reduce Heating & Cooling Costs by

25% - 35%* 

WITH฀OPTIONAL฀ENERGY฀STAR฀PACKAGE

Quality Vinyl Windows
•  Energy Efficient

•   Fully Welded

•  Tilts in for Easy Cleaning

•  Custom Measured for Your Home

•  Transferable Lifetime Warranty

•  Double-Pane Insulated Glass

•  Call for FREE Estimate
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410.638.1111

windowworldinc .com

NOW OPEN 
in Harford 
County!!

NOW OPEN 
in Harford 
County!!
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Bel Air

Cockeysville

Eldersburg

Ellicott City

Owings Mills

Pasadena

Perry Hall

203 N. Main ST
410-838-2220

9940 York RD
410-628-5900

1438 Liberty RD
410-552-0323

9450 Baltimore Nat’l Pike
410-465-5600

25 Crossroads DR
410-902-6698

8108 Jumpers Hole RD
410-760-2500

8639 Belair RD
410-256-7272

Randallstown
8601 Liberty RD
410-922-3333

Above Advertised APY and Term
Available When You Mention This Ad!
Above advertised APY is .25% above our current APY on our 13 Month CD account.
Offer good on new accounts only and expires 9/15/07; not valid with other offers.

Visit for current CD yields and terms.www.kbank.net

13 MONTH CD

only $500 minimum deposit

5.25
%

APY*

www.kbank.net

*Annual percentage yield effective as of the date of this publication and subject to change without
prior notice; minimum deposit and balance to earn APY is $500; penalty for early withdrawal; member FDIC.

SHOPPING FOR NEW FLOORING COULDN’T BE EASIER OR MORE  AFFORDABLE

Laminate Flooring ROOM FILLING SAVINGS! ROOM FILLING SAVINGS!

$4.50
Sq. Ft.

D.A.B. Flooring   410.842.7196 With 
merchandise coupon only. Not valid with 

other offers. Limit one per customer. 
Expires 12/31/07

$300
Any Purchase of $1,995 or more
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D.A.B. Flooring   410.842.7196 With 
merchandise coupon only. Not valid with 

other offers. Limit one per customer. 
Expires 12/31/07

D.A.B. Flooring   410.842.7196 With 
merchandise coupon only. Not valid with 

other offers. Limit one per customer. 
Expires 12/31/07

15%

Any Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl or 
Ceramic Floor

OFF

D.A.B. Flooring’s Outrageously Low Prices and Impeccable Services Will Floor You!

SERVICES
Carpet  

Ceramic 
Exot ic  Hardw ood 

Hardw ood 
Laminate

NO PAYMENT

UNTILL 2008

FREE
IN-HOME
ESTIMATE

COMMERCIAL •   RESIDENTIAL

DAYSTAR CONSTRUCTION

410.842.7196

We Don’t Trust
Subcontracting
Neither Should 

You!

Whether you’re installing carpet, wood, 
tile, vinyl or laminate fl ooring D.A.B.’s 
quality installations, backed by a two-
year labor guarantee, make your invest-
ment worthwhile.
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